Dr. Shirley's Greek Courses

Grammar

Adjectives - Introduction

Adjectives describe nouns, and "agree" with the noun they describe (same gender, case, number)
Adjectives and adverbs both occur in three "degrees" :

simple,
Adjectives. The quick cat,
Adverbs : The cat ate quickly,

comparative,
the quicker cat,
the cat ate more quickly,

Most Greek adjectives belong to the Second Declension, with endings
—os —n —ov (for stems ending in a consonant other than rho) or —os —a —ov (for stems ending in a vowel or rho)

Some adjectives belong to the Third Declension,

eg TASIOV —wV —ov (more)

endings.
gUBus —sto —u  (straight)

A few adjectives belong to a mixed First and Third Declension,

eg Els Mo v (one), TOAus TOAAN ToAu (many),
and also Participles of the form

superlative
the quickest cat
the cat ate most quickly

aAnbns —ns —¢s, (true) For these forms, Masculine and Feminine have the same

peyos peyoAn peyo (great)
—ouga —ov —0Ss —oox —av

also —¢€ls —e10a —¢ev (First and Second Aorist Passives); —ws —ula —os (Perfect Participle Active)

Comparative and Superlative Adjectives
Adjectives in —os —T —ov and —os —a —ov form the comparative by inserting —Tep— and the superlative by inserting

—TOT— or —I10T—

dikatos —a —ov
righteous

wnlos —n —ov
high

dIKaloTEPOos —a —ov

more righteous

wynAoTepos —a —ov

higher

if the syllable before the —os is short, it is usually lengthened

copos —n —ov

wise

coPpwTEPOS —O —OV
wiser

Irregular Comparative and Superlative Adjectives :

ayabos —n —ov
good

KOKOS —T —Oov
bad

HEYQs —T] —ov

great
MIKPOS —0O —OV

small

moAus ToAAN moAu

many

KPEIOOWYV —wV —Oov
better

XEIPWOV —@V —OV
WOorse
peileov —wv —ov
greater

MIKPOTEPOS —C& —OV
smaller

TAEIQOV —V —OV
more

dIKOIOTOTOS —T —OV
most righteous

¢
uJ1oTos —1n —ov
highest

copwTOTOS —T) —OV
wisest

KPATIOTOS —N —OvV
best

(worst - use comparative)

HEYIO0TOS —T —OV
greatest

EAOXIOTOS —T) —OV
smallest

TAEIOTOS —1) —OV
most
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