Greek Resources
The Dual

In the early years of the Greek language, some of the Greek dialects used a form known as the "Dual” when
speaking of a pair of objects. So there were three "numbers" - singular (speaking of one), dual (speaking of a pair),
and plural (speaking of more than one).
The plural supplanted the dual at an early stage in the history of the language.
Homer uses the dual occasionally, but not consistently.
The Aeolic dialect did not have a dual. The lonic dialect lost the dual at a very early stage. The Attic dialect lost the
dual by 300 BC.
Nouns, Adjectives, Participles : The dual has identical endings for

the Nominative, Vocative and Accusative; and for

the Genitive and Dative.

Typical endings : Nouns

First Declension Second Declension Third Declension
Sing. Nom. | vikn - victory odbaApos - eye xelp - hand
Dual : N.V.A. VIKO opBoAuc XELPE
Dual : G.D. VIKO(Y opBoAuov XEIPOLV
Sing. Nom. yAwTTa - tongue® imrTros - horse Bnp - wild beast
Dual : N.V.A. YAWTTO T fnpe
Dual : G.D. YAWTTOV oY fnpotv
Sing. Nom. VEQVIOS - young man dwopov - gift matne - father
Dual : N.V.A. VEQVIX dwpw TOTEPE
Dual : G.D. VEQVIONY Scopotv TATEPOLV
Sing. Nom. | kpitns - judge odos - way avnp - man
Dual : N.V.A. KpI T 08w avSpe
Dual : G.D. KPITOY oSo1v avdpotv
Sing. Nom. | ATpeidns - son of Atreus VEWS, voos - temple? yevos - tribe
Dual : N.V.A. :ATpsuSa VE®, VN yevel (yeve—e)
Dual : G.D. ATtpeidaiy veoy, vrow® yevowv  (Ysve—olv)
Sing. Nom. Ulos - son npws - hero
Dual : N.V.A. vl nPwe
Dual : G.D. uieow NPWOLV
Sing. Nom. BaotAeus - king
Dual : N.V.A. BoociAn
Dual : G.D. BaciAeotv

(1) YAwTTO was the early form. By the time of the NT this had become yAwooa
(2) vews was the Attic form, vaos was the form in Koivn Homer sometimes uses vnos
(3) vew, vewv were the Attic forms, vnw, vnotv were the lonic forms

NOTE - Homer also uses the forms —ouiv and —aouv for Dual Genitive/Dative endings.
Homer uses variant spellings for many words.

A dual subject may take a dual or plural verb; a neuter dual may take a dual, singular, or plural verb.
A plural subject may take a dual verb if the subject is a pair.
A plural participle may be used with a dual verb, and a dual participle may be used with a plural verb.

A dual subject may be followed by a plural predicate adjective or participle.




Typical endings : Adjectives

Sing. Nom. ayabos —n —ov - good HEYOS HEYOAT HEYO - great

Dual : N.V.A. ayoby —o —w peyoAw peyodo  peyohw

Dual : G.D. ayofolv —aiv —otv peyoAov geyoAotv peyadotv

Sing. Nom. aflos —o —ov - worthy peileov  pelov - greater

Dual : N.V.A. aldy —a  —w peilove  peilove

Dual : G.D. aflolv —aiv —ow petlovotv  peilovolv

Sing. Nom. aAnfns —es - true TOXUS TOXEIO TOXU - Swift

Dual : N.V.A. aAnfer  —el TOXE—E  TOXEIO ToXE—€

Dual : G.D. aAnbolv —olv TOXE—OIV TOXEIOIV  TOXE—OIV
Typical endings : Participles

Sing. Nom. WV ouoa oV - being TiBets TiBeioa TiBev - placing

Dual : N.V.A. OVTE OUCO  OVTE TiBevte  TIBsioar  TiBevTe

Dual : G.D. OVTOIV OUCKIV OVTOLV TiBevtolv TiBsicciv TiBevTotv

Sing. Nom. Auwv —ouca —ov - loosing di1dous Sidouca Sidov - giving

Dual : N.V.A. AuovTe  —ouoco  —OVTE Sidovte  SidSouca  Si1dovTe

Dual : G.D. AUOVTOIV —OUCOlV  —OVTOIV Si8ovTtov  Sidoucatv SidovTtolv

Sing. Nom. Auoas Aucaca Aucav - having loosed AeAukws AeAukuia AeAukov - having loosed

Dual : N.V.A. Auocovte  Aucaoo AuoovTe Aedukote  AeAukular AeAukoTe

Dual : G.D. AucovTolv  Aucocolv  AucovTolv AeAukoTolv AeAukutoitv AeAukTolv

Sing. Nom. e18os £duta £180s - knowing

Dual : N.V.A. £18ote  £dulax  €18oTE

Dual : G.D. e18oTov  £1dutay  €18oTolv
Pronouns, The Definite Article

Sing. Nom. eyw - I aUTOS GUTN ouTo - he, she, it on To - the

Dual : N.V.A. v - we two' aUTG OoUTA  OUTE TG  TW T

Dual : G.D. VeV QUTOIV OUTOIV OUTOIV TOlV TOIV TOlV

Sing. Nom. ou - you® OUTOS OUTN TOuTo - this 0s N o0 - who, which

Dual : N.V.A. o - you two TOUTw  TOUT®W TOUTW W W W

Dual : G.D. opwv TOUTOIV _TOUTOIV TOUTOIV oV oW ow

Sing. Nom. EKEIVOS EKELVT] EKEIVO - that TIS TI - someone

Dual : N.V.A. EKEIVD  EKEIVG  EKEIVCD TIVE TIve

Dual : G.D. EKEIVOLV  EKEIVOLY  EKEIVOIV TIVOIV  TIVOIV

(1) Homer has éyoo, éyoov, NVA vol,
(2) Homer has ou, Tuvn, NVA odwil,

vw ; GD vty
odw, odpwe; GD odwiv, odcpv

Verbs
The First Person Dual is the same as the First Person Plural except for a few instances in poetry.
The forms of the Second and Third Persons Dual are identical or very similar to each other.

Tense, Mood, Voice Person
Primary tenses Indicative Active, and Subjunctive Active g :IZ:
Secondary tenses Indicative Active, and Optative Active g :Iﬁ“j
Primary tenses Indicative Middle/Passive, and Subjunctive Middle/Passive g :ggg“j
Secondary tenses Indicative Middle/Passive, and Optative Middle/Passive g :ggﬁ\‘:
Imperative Active g —Tov
—TwV
Imperative Middle/Passive 2 —0fov
3 —ofcov




Tense, Mood, Voice Pers. Auw  Iloose TiOnut | place S18cout  Igive | et lam
Present Indicative Active 2 AugTov TibeTov d16oTov :lTOV
3 AugTov TiBeTov Si18oTov 1TOV
Future Indicative Active g iﬂgggz
Imperfect Indicative Active g 332:_:: 2;:82;:3 Eg:gg;ﬁ“: ﬂ;::
Aorist Indicative Active g 3333;(1): igilﬁﬁ igggggz
Perfect Indicative Active g igﬁiggz
Pluperfect Indicative Active g E%E%ﬂig;ﬁ:
Present Subjunciive Actve |2 | oy ey Seaey e
Aorist Subjunctive Active g i&ggzz g?;gx ggggﬁ
Perfect Subjunctive Active g igﬁigiﬁ:
Present Optative Acive 2 o B I
Future Optative Active é xjgg:ﬁz
Aorist Optative Active g ;‘\323:;;: gi:.zx gg:;ﬁ;
Perfect Optative Active g ;“E;‘\SEZ::;:
Present Imperative Active LS e, e
Aorist Imperative Active g ;‘\333:2:‘, gi;g:v gg;g’v
Present Indicative Middle ALES e ey
Future Indicative Middle g ﬁxgigggz
Imperfect Indicative Middle g Eg‘ﬁigggz
Aorist Indicative Middle g g;‘\ﬂggggﬁ: Egigggz ;gggggx
Perfect Indicative Middle g t;\\ﬁggg:
Pluperfect Indicative Middle g E;‘\E;‘\Egggz
Present Subjunctive Middle g ;‘\Egggg“: I:g?lggg“: g:gzﬁggﬁ
Aorist Subjunctive Middle g ﬁﬂgggggg: gggggz gzﬁggﬁ
Present Oplative Middle AR ey
Future Optative Middle g ;\\322:32::
Aorist Optatve Middle 2[Rk | Bt o
Present mperative Middle LS o o
orist Imperative Middi A== o
Future Indicative Passive g iﬂgggzgggz
Aorist Indicative Passive g 3\\322:_:3
Aorist Subjunctive Passive g ﬁﬂgglgx
2 Aubntov
3

Aorist Imperative Passive

Aubnteov




