Dr. Shirley's Greek Courses

Grammar - The Second Aorist Indicative Active

The Aorist is the tense that implies a completed action, or an act that took place at one point in time
(eg: “I did something”). If an action was continuous or repeated (eg. “I used to do something”,
“I was doing something”) Greek uses the Imperfect.

Greek is like English and German, in that verbs make their past tenses in different ways —
“Weak” verbs have endings added to the stem, eg. I call, I called. Greek calls these “First Aorists”
“Strong” verbs alter the stem, eg. I bring, I brought. Greek calls these Second Aorists.

Although the “Present Stem” is the one with which we are generally more familiar, and the one used for dictionary
entries, the “Aorist Stem” is probably the original Verbal Stem.

The Present Stem has usually been derived from the Aorist by lengthening - duplication of a letter,

as in BoaA— going to BaAA—, or addition of letters, as in AaB— going to AapPoav—

Common Second Aorists : ( the endings are the same as the Imperfect )

Present 2nd Aorist Present 2nd Aorist
I'lead dyoo ﬁyayov I'led I come/go épxouou T,]}\BOV I came/went
Isin  GUOPTOV NUOPTOV I sinned Teat €061 gpoyov  Iate
Idie amoBvnokw  amebovov Idied Isay Asyw E1TTOV I said
Ithrow BoAc tBadov  Tthrew Isee OPOC g18ov I saw
Ifind EUPIOKGD EUPOV I found Irun  TPEXW ¢8pouov  Iran
Thave EXG EoXOV I had I carry pepw NVeEYKX I carried
Ileave KOTOAEITTG KoTeEALTTOV I left or T|VEYKOV
Ttake AouPoved eEhaPBov  Ttook
Ilearn povBaved gpoBov I learnt
I suffer TOXOX ¢moBov I suffered
Idrink TV ETTIOV I drank
Ifall  MTTW gmeoov  Ifell

Iflee  EUYw Epuyov  Ifled

The endings of the Second Aorist Active are the same as those of the Imperfect Active, eg :

Present Imperfect (2nd ) Aorist

I throw Ba)\)\oa I was throwing éBoO\)\ov I threw éBoO\ov
you throw B(X}\)\EIS EBG}\)\ES EBG}\ES
he/she/it throws BO(}\)\El EBO(}\}\EV EBO(}\EV
we throw BoAAopev éBaAAopev ¢BaAopev
you-all throw BoAAeTe éBaAAeTe BoheTe
they throw BaAAouotv éBaAAov Bohov
Participles :

throwing BO(}\}\OJV having thrown BO(}\Q)V
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