
Dr. Shirley's Greek Courses 
 

Grammar 
 

The Imperfect Indicative Active of the Regular Verb 
______________________________________________________________ 

 
The Imperfect is used for continuous or repeated action in the past   
Eg    "I was going . . "    "I used to go . . ."    
 
1.  The Imperfect is formed by adding  e0-  directly in front of the Verb Stem,  
      and the various personal endings to the end of the Stem  
     The initial  e0- is called "the Augment". 

______________________________________ 
singular 

I  - on  e)legon   I was saying 
you/thou - ej  e0legej    you were saying 
he/she/it - en  e0legen    he was saying 

plural 
we  - omen e0legomen we were saying 
you  - ete  e0legete   you were saying 
they  - on  e0legon   they were saying 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2.  Contract Verbs follow the same rules of contraction as for the Present Tense :  
 

timaw      I honor  poiew    I do, make   fanerow  I show, make manifest 
 

e0timwn   e0poioun    e0faneroun 
e0timaj   e0poieij    e0fanerouj 
e0tima    e0poiei    e0fanerou 
  

e0timwmen   e0poioumen    e0faneroumen 
e0timate   e0poieite    e0faneroute 
e0timwn   e0poioun    e0faneroun 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

3.  If the Stem begins with a vowel,  the Augment combines with the vowel :  
 e0 + a = h   e0 + ai = h|  e0 + au = hu 
 e0 + e = h   e0 + ei = h|  e0 + eu = hu  or  eu 
 e0 + o = w   e0 + oi = w|  e0 + i  =  i+ 
 

 eg.   h)gapa  -  he was loving 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
4.  Compound Verbs are made by attaching a preposition to the front of the Verb Stem. 
In the case of Compound Verbs, the Augment goes between the preposition and the main stem 
 
 eg.     e0k  +  ballw  gives  e0kballw          Imperfect :    e0ceballon 
          out +  I throw         I throw out      I was throwing out 
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