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The Present Indicative Active of Contract  Verbs 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Contract Verbs are those whose Stem ends in a Vowel 
When the vowel of the Stem comes next to the vowel of an ending, they “contract” to give one broad vowel. 
 
The general rules are :  
 

a + w = w   e + e = ei    o + long vowel = w 
a + o = w   e + o = ou    o + short vowel or ou = ou 
a + ou = w  e next to a long vowel   o +  combination containing i = oi 
a + e = a       or diphthong drops out 
a + h = a 
a + combination containing i = a| 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Singular endings a)gapaw I love poiew I do  plhrow  I fill 
 

1st Person  - w  a)gapw~  poiw~  plhrw~ 
2nd Person - eij a)gapa|j  poieij  plhroij 
3rd Person - ei  a)gapa|  poiei   plhroi 
Plural 
1st Person - omen a)gapwmen  poioumen  plhroumen 
2nd Person - ete a)gapate  poieite  plhroute 
3rd Person - ousin a)gapwsin poiousin  plhrousin 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Vocabulary   :     *  =  OK for present tense 
 

a)gapaw I love 
gennaw I beget 
e0rwtaw I ask (a question) 

zaw  I live 
nikaw I conquer 
o(raw * I see 
peinaw I hunger 
planaw I lead astray 
timaw I honor 
 
 
 
 

ai)tew      I ask, request 
a)kolouqew    I follow 
dokew   I think, seem 
zhtew I seek 
qewrew I look at 
kalew * I call 
lalew  I speak 
marturew I bear witness 
parakalew * I exhort 
peripatew    I walk 
poiew   I make, I do 
proskunew I worship 
threw I keep 

dikaiow I justify 
plhrow I fill, fulfill 
staurow I crucify 
fanerow  I make manifest 
teleiow  I make perfect 
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