Dr. Shirley's Greek Courses
Grammar

The Present Indicative Middle and Passive

The Passive Voice is used when the subject receives the action of the verb : is acted upon, rather than
performs the action. eg. "The man was bitten by the dog"

The Middle Voice is used when the subject not only acts, but is also involved in the consequences of the
action. Its nearest English equivalent is the Reflexive. eg. "I sit", equivalent to "I sit myself down", "I
come or go", equivalent to "I move myself".

The Middle Voice uses the same personal endings as the Passive for all tenses except the Future, Future
Perfect, and First and Second Aorists. The rest of the sentence, and the context, will show whether the
sense is Middle or Passive.

NOTE - There are some verbs in Greek which use Middle or Passive endings, but which are best
translated by an Active verb in English. These are called Deponent Verbs, and have their own Grammar
and Vocabulary pages.

Present I come/go I begin I become I clothe myself

(I move myself)
—opal EpXOMAL PXOUO y\vouat gvduopai
-1 EPXN apxn yn evdun
—£TOl EPXETOI QPXETOI YWETO gvduETON
—opeba gpxouedo apxouedo ywopeba gvduouedo
—eabe gpxeabe apxeade yveobe gvdueabe
—ovTal EPXOVTOL QPXOVTOL ywovTal gvduovTat

n.n

Strictly speaking, the endings are —pai, —oai, —Tal,—uebo, —obe, —vTai, but a vowel with an "o" or
nn

e" sound was added for ease of pronunciation, and the second person singular dropped the sigma. The
vowel is sometimes called the "variable vowel", or the "euphonic vowel".

The —cwd0 —ow and —ow verbs contract the vowels as usual :

I love I am loved I honor I am honored I fill I am filled
PAw $rhoupal TIH®D TIHWHOL TANPG® TAnpouual
Prhers d1An TIHGS TIHX mAnpots mAnpot

PrAer PrAsiTan TINY TIMOTOI mAnpO! TATPOUTOL
PrAoupev PrAoupeba TIHGOUEY TIHopEbo TANPOUNEV TAnpoupedo
PrAeite PrAs100e TINOTE Tinoobe TAnpOUTE mAnpouode
$rAouciv drhouvTan TIHGWOY TIHOOVTAI TAnpoucCtV TAnpouvTal
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