Chapter 3

The Present Indicative Active of the Regular Verb
Negation, Questions

3.1 A sentence is a complete statement, command, or question. Any sentence should contain a verb - a
word which describes the action of the sentence. In the preceding sentences, the verbs are "is", "should
contain", "describes".
A verb has a "tense" which indicates the time in which the action takes place

e Present e.g. "The dog chases the cat."

¢ Future e.g. "The dog will chase the cat.”

e Paste.g. "The dog chased the cat."

A verb has a "veice", which can be
e Active e.g. "The dog chased the cat.", or
e Passive e.g. "The cat was chased by the dog.", or
e Reflexive e.g. "The dog chased itself."

A verb has a "mood".

¢ The Indicative is used for statements of fact or for questions

e.g. "The dog chased the cat.", "Did the dog chase the cat?"
e The Subjunctive is used in cases where there is doubt.

e.g. "If the dog might chase the cat, he'll get into trouble."

(We don't know whether or not the dog will chase the cat.)

e The Imperative is used for commands or prohibitions

e.g. "Do your homework!", "Don't chase the cat!"

Note that English relies heavily on "auxiliary verbs" (such as may, shall, will, do, have, be) to express
various ranges of meaning of a verb,

e.g. He does chase, he is chasing, he may chase, he might chase, he will chase, he has chased.
In Greek, as in English, many verbs are "regular" - they follow predictable patterns which can be set out as
rules and applied to many other verbs.

In English, we have to use a noun or pronoun to show who is doing the action, e.g. "do" has to be paired with
a noun or pronoun, such as "I", "you", "we", "they", to complete its meaning. The only "odd-ball" is "does"
which goes only with "he, she, it". Modern English has lost most of the endings which used show the
"person" doing the action. Older languages, such as Greek, have retained the "personal endings" and do not
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need to use pronouns to show whether it is "we", "you", "they", etc. who are doing the action.

The "first person" is the person(s) speaking : "I" (singular) or "we" (plural)

The "'second person'' is the person spoken to : "thou" (singular, now obsolete or dialect) and "you" (plural
and now-a-days also singular).

The "'third person'' is the person spoken of : "he", "she", "it" (singular), "they" (plural).

3.2 The verb Aeyw - I say, I speak

Person
Singular 1 Aeyw® I say, I am saying, I do say, I speak, I am speaking
2 Aeyelg you say/speak, you are saying/speaking, etc.
3 Aeyel he/she/it says/speaks, etc.
Plural 1 Aeyopev we say/speak, etc.
Aeyete you (plural) say/speak, etc.
3 Aegyovowv they say/speak, etc.

Note how English can translate one Greek word in several different ways.
When translating, we choose the expression which fits best with the rest of the sentence.

Modern English no longer makes it clear whether "you" is singular or plural.
In the New Testament it is often important to make a distinction. For example, if Jesus says "Do something!"
- is he telling just one person to do something, or is it a general command to all his hearers?
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To show this distinction in English, rather than use the archaic "thee, thou, thy" forms, I may use the Texan
"Y'all" to indicate a group of people, or else write "you (plural)".

Note how "AgY-" stays the same all through the pattern.
"Aey-" tells us what the action is : "say/speak".

The endings "-®. -€1g, -€l, -OMEV, -ETE, -OVOGIV" tell us who is doing the action - they tell us the
"Person", and so are called the "personal endings".

This pattern of personal endings can be used for a great number of verbs. All we have to do is to learn the

"-@. -€1G, -€l, -OMEV, -ETE, -OVGIV" pattern, and we can mix and match with hundreds of verb stems.
Repeat this sequence until you have learned it. Chant it several times a day until it is automatic.

Sometimes the "=-v" is dropped off the end of "-OVOWV", resulting in the form -0VG1
It is referred to as a "movable nu". It does not change the meaning of the verb.

Greek verbs are usually listed in dictionaries in the form of their First Person Active Indicative, rather than
the Infinitive (to do something) as English usage. This way of listing the verbs gives more information about

the stem - just take off the "-®" and we have the stem.

3.3 The basic pattern for the Present Indicative Active is

Singular Plural
I STEM-® STEM-opev  we
you (singular) ~ STEM-€glg STEM-gTe yall
he/she/it STEM-¢€1 STEM-0vGtv  they
Practice : Use the vocabulary from previous chapters and from 3.9 Cover up one column.

Then read aloud and translate, first Greek to English, then English to Greek, until you can do it easily

1. Aeyopev. We say.

2. Aeyelc. You say.

3. Aeyete. Y'all say.

4. AKOVLOLGLV. They hear.

5. Pantilere. Y'all baptize.

6. AVayWV®OOKOLGLY. They read.

7. lletpog ypoaget. Peter writes.

8. Tlavlog Aeyel kou Mapkog ypogel.  Paul speaks and Mark writes.
9. Mapkog kol XV d1000KOVGL. Mark and Simon teach.

10. Aeyo kot Avopeog GKOLEL I speak and Andrew hears.

non

3.4 Negation : One of the Greek words for "no", "not" is ov.
If the word following begins with a vowel with a smooth breathing, 00 becomes OVK.
If the word following begins with a vowel with a rough breathing, 00 becomes 0VY.
0V combines with 0€ (but) to give ODOE - neither, nor

Practice : Use the vocabulary from previous chapters and from 3.9  Cover up one column.
Then read aloud and translate, first Greek to English, then English to Greek, until you can do it easily

1. ovk é€yopev. We do not have.

2. 00 AVLOLGLV. They do not untie.

3. ABpaop o0 AapPoavet. Abraham does not receive.

4. loavvng Aeyel dAdo Mopkog oV yYpOoPEL. John speaks, but Mark does not write.

5. 'Incovg Aeyer dAAo Zumv 00K GKOVEL. Jesus speaks, but Simon does not listen.

6. YpoQ®, GAL 00K AVOYIVOOKETE. I write, but you (plural) do not read.

7. 003¢ 01300K0VGLY, 0VOE PanTilovGLV. They neither teach, nor do they baptize.

8 (’xvowwcho Hev, Hsrpog dg 0V YPUPEL We read, (but) Peter does not write.

9. 00 YpopeTe KOL OVK GVOYIVOOKETE. You do not write, and you do not read.

10. Aeyeig, Toavvng 6e o ypopet You (singular) speak, but John does not write.
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3.5 Questions : The Greek question mark looks like an English semi-colon ;
This is often the only indication that a sentence is a question rather than a statement.
We have to train our eyes to spot the question mark.

Practice : Read aloud and translate until you can do it easily

1. Toavwng Partilet John is baptizing.

2. Toovvng Pontilet ; Is John baptizing?

3. Xp1otog O1000KEL. Christ is teaching.

4. Xp1oto¢ O000KEL ; Is Christ teaching?

5. AopPoavopeyv ; Are we receiving?

6. o0 AapPovopev. We are not receiving.

7. YPOPETE ; Are y'all writing?

8. duummog kot Aovkag GKOLOVLGLV ; Are Phillip and Luke listening?
9. &xParrels ; Are you (singular) casting out?
10. 00K €Y. I don't have.

3.6 Dealing with long sentences

Sometimes Greek sentences are very long, and consist of a series of clauses or phrases, linked together by
conjunctions - words such as "and", "but", "so". When faced with such a sentence, look for logical places to
break it into smaller sections, and translate each section in turn.

Keywords to look for are K0, 0AAQ, and O€.
d¢€ is not strong enough to start a phrase - it will always come after the first word. In English we may either

leave O€ untranslated, or translate it as "but" depending on the sense of the sentence. Other places where
a sentence can be divided are the punctuation marks for the comma , and the Greek colon -

3.7 Sentences for reading and translation

—

Toavvng Aeyel kou @UMRTOC YPOPEL

2. Aavaywookovoy AovKog Kol Xov ;

3. ’Incovg dwaokel dAlo BoapvaPag ovk dkovet.
4. Aeyete Kol GKOVOUEV.

5. ovde dwaokelg ovde Pamtilels.

6. Tlavlog ypaoget, Iletpog de 0VK AVOYIVOOKEL.
7. Aeyel Kot OO0OKEL ;

8. Ao GAL ovK €kPorrw.

9. GKOVETE KOL YPOPETE.

10. owaokm kot Aappavels.

3.8 Writing Practice : Write the Greek several times, while saying aloud (Matt. 6:9)

[Moatep Muov 6 €v TO15 0VPAVOLS, Our Father, the (one) in the heavens,

3.9 New Testament Passage for reading and translation : Matthew 1: 6b-11
In your Greek New Testament, read Matthew 1: 6b-11 aloud several times until you can read it without long
pauses or stumbling. Then use the translation helps to translate it.

tov Ovpilov of Uriah

™mg is a feminine form of "of the"

gk g Ovpov from (out of) her of Uriah = "from Uriah's woman"
TOVG GOEAPOVS OTOV his brothers (the brothers of him)

EML NG on, at the time of the

LETOKEGLOG removal, exile

Bopviovoc of Babylon.
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3.10 Vocabulary to learn

AKOV® I hear, listen ( hence, "acoustic")

AVAYIVOOK® I read

BaAAw® I throw ( hence "ballistic")

Bomtilw I baptize

BAémw I see, look at

YPOO® I write ( hence "graphic")

O1000K® I teach ( hence "didactic")

EKPAAA® I throw out, cast out

Exw I have

AopPave I take, get, receive

Ay I say, speak ( hence "legend" - something spoken)
A0 I loose, untie

OAAG, GAN but ( if the following word begins with a vowel, AL’ is used)
éni on

oV, OVK, OvY not, no

000¢ neither, nor
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