Chapter 34

Nouns of the Third Declension
Part 1 - Nominative, Vocative, and Genitive

34.1 In earlier chapters we met the nouns and adjectives of the First and Second Declensions, which
comprise the majority of Greek nouns and adjectives. All nouns which do not belong to the First or Second
Declension are classified as Third Declension - they are a relatively small group, with a variety of endings.
They may be further subdivided into smaller families which follow various patterns of endings.

One of the characteristics of the Third Declension is that the Nominative Singular can not be used to
determine the stem of the noun. The Nominative Singular is often different, and the real stem is found by
going to the Genitive Singular. For this reason, Third Declension nouns are listed in dictionaries in the form

Nominative Singular, Genitive Singular, gender. e.g. Tatnp, moTpds, O - father.

34.2 In previous chapters we have met the most frequent Third Declension nouns, but only in the
Nominative singular. In this chapter we will add the Nominative plural, and the Genitive singular and plural.
A glance at the Vocabulary list for this chapter shows that, although the forms of the Nominative are

variable, the Genitive singulars end in -0G or -®¢ or -0vG.
A closer look shows that the nouns can be put into several groups with similar endings.

The stem of a Third Declension noun is found by removing the -0g from the Genitive singular

34.3 Third Declension Families of Masculine and Feminine Nouns
The following table gives examples of the families of Third Declension nouns found in the New Testament.
Focus on the similarities rather than the differences between the groups.

Genitive singular -0g Nominative plural -g¢ Genitive plural -@v

Changes in the endings are caused by "hidden vowels" such as 1 or v endings of the stem, which modify
the normal -o¢g of the Genitive singular, and the -€G of the Nominative plural.

Singular Plural English

stem ends in Nominative Genitive Nominative Genitive
liquid, -ep 0 domp A0TEPOC AOTEPEC AoTEPOV star
liquid, -p 0 motp ToTPOG TOTEPES TOTEPWV father
-0Vt 0 Gpyov dpyovtog Gpyovteg ApYOVI®V ruler
nasal, -v 0 aidv aidvog aildveg aidvVov age
guttural, -y, -K, =\ 1N yovi yovokog YOVOIKEG YOVOUK®V woman

n 0pig P0G Tpiyeg TPLYDV hair
labial, -, 7, -¢ 0 Aibioy Aibiomog Aibilomeg Aiblonwv Ethiopian
dental, -9, -t, -0 N éAmic EATid0g EATIIOEG EATO OV hope

0 1 maig Tod6g TOAOEG Toidwv lad, lass
-V 0 1y0v¢ ix6v0g iy0veg ix0vwv fish
-1 change to -ewg N TOMG TOAEMG TOAELG TOAE®V city
-gV change to -em¢ 0 Paciredc  Poocihémg Boctielc Bacléwv king
-0V 0 1 Podg Boog Boeg Bodv bull, cow

Practice - until you can read and translate easily

1. dotp Yap Actépog Oapépel €v 0OEN. For star differs from star in glory. (1 Cor. 15:41)
2. kol NABev O Incodg eig tnv oikiov  And Jesus came into

00 d&pyovioc. the ruler's house. (see Matt. 9:23)
3. Koai 1600 avnp Aibloy edvodyog Look - a man, an Ethiopian, a eunuch,
duvaotng Kavddxng a high official of Kandace,
Bacihicong AiOdmmv. Queen of the Ethiopians. (Acts 8:27)
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YOp1g vUlv kol giprvn
amo 0eod maTpOg MUAV
kot kvpiov Incod Xpiotod.
ol dyAot nrorovONncav adTd
amd T®V TOAEWV.
é€emopedovto €€ Thg mOAewG.
vovi 8¢ pével miotic, EAmic, aydmn. ..
petlov 8¢ tovTeV 1 Aydm.
0 &l 0 Poothedg v Tovdaiwv ;
Q¢ wpoiot ol mddeg How beautiful (are) the feet
TV gouayyeMlopévav T ayadd. of those announcing (the) good things. (Rom. 10:15)
10. ovTOL pETd oD dpviov moleuncovoty, They (these) will fight against the Lamb
Kol TO0 apviov VIKNHGEL adTOVG, and the Lamb will conquer them,
Ot kOprog Kvpiwv €otiv because he is Lord of lords
Kol Baciieds Pactiémv. and King of kings.

Grace and peace (be) to you

from God our Father

and (from) the Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 1:7)
The crowds followed him
from the cities.  (see Matt. 14:13)

And they went outside the city. (Mark 11:19)
Now there remain faith, hope, love . . .

and the greatest of these is love. (1 Cor. 13:13)
Are you the king of the Jews? (Matt. 27:11)

©

(Rev. 17:14)

34.4 Third Declension Families of Neuter Nouns
Neuter Nouns always have the same endings for Nominative-Vocative and Accusative Singular, and usually

an -a for Nominative-Vocative and Accusative Plural.
Stems ending in -0 drop the sigma and contract with the vowels of the endings. The Genitive -0¢ ending

becomes -ov¢, the Nominative/Accusative -0 ending becomes -1).

Singular Plural English
stem ends in Nom/Voc/Acc  Genitive Nom/Voc/Acc  Genitive
-T T0 GO COUATOG cOUTO cOUATOV body
10 Dowp ¥d0TOC vodTa VOUTOV water
T0 QOC QPmOTOG eOTO POTOV light
sigma -0, -&¢, -0G 10 Y€VOG YEVOLG YéVN YEVOV family
"one of a kind" 10 TTOP TVPOG Topd TOP®V fire
Practice - until you can read and translate easily :
1. ov...0 Aéyov pot, Kople, kdpte, Not the one saying to me "Lord, Lord,
eloehevoetal €i¢ v Poctreiov will enter into the kingdom
TV ovpov@dV, AL O ToudV of the heavens, but the one doing
0 0&Anpa tod matpdg pov the will of my Father
&V 101 0VPAVOIC. in the heavens. (Matt. 7:21)

ol Gpyoviec TOV £0vDV
KOTOKUPIEDOLGY QOTOV.
avtog 6¢ O Twavvng eiyev

0 &voupo avTod AmO TPY®V KOUAOL.

Kol ol woAelg TV E0vav Emeoav.

5. Yueig 6¢ éote odpo Xpiotod
Kol uéAN €k péPoug.
6. Kai O Tpitog (dyyelog) éE€xeev

TV LAV 0OTOD €I TOVG TOTUUOVG
Kol TOG TTNyog VOAT®V.

TOAMGKIG yOp Timtel €ig 10 7wOp
Kol TOAAGKLS €l TO DOwp.

©

. YUElG éote 10 MG TOD KOGUOVL.

ol 8¢ d@OaAuol adTOd MG PAOE TLPOG.

The rulers of the Gentiles
lord it over them
John himself had his
clothing of camel's hair(s). (Matt. 3:4)
And the cities of the Gentiles fell. (Rev. 16:19)
You are the body of Christ
and parts individually. (1 Cor. 12:27)
And the third (angel) poured out
his bowl into the rivers
and the springs of waters. (Rev. 16:4)
For he often falls into the fire
and often into the water. (Matt. 17:15)
His eyes (were) like a flame of fire. (Rev. 19:12)
You are the light of the world. (Matt. 5:14)

(Matt. 20:25)
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10. kol 0co® TéPaTA €V T® ovpav®d (v And I will give wonders in heaven above
Kol onuelo énil Tthg g kdto, and signs on the earth below,
alpo Kol Top Kol ATuido Komvo. blood and fire and clouds of smoke. (Acts 2:19)

34.5 The Vocative

Nouns of the &vi)p and matip family have a shortened vowel in the Vocative singular.

Nouns of the BacidAedc -émg family, and those with stems ending in a dental ( €éAmic -idog family) or
guttural, are reduced to the bare stem in the vocative singular.

Most other families of Third Declension Nouns are identical in the Nominative and Vocative singulars.
Vocative plurals are always identical in form to the Nominative plural.

NOTE : Because the Definite Article has no Vocative form, if there is a Definite Article with the word, both
of them will use the Nominative.

Singular Nominative avp matnp yov  Paciiedc EAmic Podc moilg  ixBug
Vocative Gvep mhtep yOvor Paciied Eamti Pod  mol  iyxOv

Practice - until you can read and translate easily
1. al yovaikeg €imov, Avep Gmiote, Vmoye. The women said, "Faithless man - go away!"

2. ol iepeig €imov, The priests said,

IMvor, mod €otv 6 dvip cov ; "Woman, where is your husband?"
3. Xdipe, Pacthed @V Tovdaimv. Hail, King of the Jews. (Matt. 27:29)
4. motedels, Poaciked Aypinma, King Agrippa, do you believe

TOIG TPOPNTOLG ; (in) the prophets? (Acts 26:27)
5. TOPELOOUOL TPOS TOV TATEPA LOD I will go to my father

Kol €p®d ovt®, [latep, fjuaptov and | will say to him, "Father, I sinned
€lg TOV 00pavoVv Kol EvOTOV GOV. against heaven and before you." (Luke 15:18)

(matépa is the Accusative singular of wazp )

6. kai 0 Inocodg &leyev, APPa O matnp. And Jesus was saying, "Abba, Father." (Mark 14:36)
(' see Note above re. the Definite Article )

7. v éxkelvo 1@ kap® ... 0 Inoodg Atthat time . . . Jesus said,
ginev, 'EEoporoyodpot cot, matep, "| give thanks to you, Father,
KOpte t0d ovpavod koi THS YTC. Lord of heaven and earth. (Matt. 11:25)
8. kol Aéyel avti 0 Inoodg, And Jesus said (says) to her,
Ti épot kai coi, ybva ; "What (is that) to me and you, ma'am? (John 2:4)

9. 6 INadAog €xkpalev év 1® ocvvedpimw,  Paul was crying out in the Sanhedrin,
Avdpeg adedpoi, &yd Dapioaidg eipr, "Guys, brothers, | am a Pharisee,

vidg Dopioaioy - mepl EAmidog kol a son of Pharisees. | am being judged about the hope
AvaoTACEMG VEKPDY Kpivopal. and the resurrection of the dead. (Acts 23:6)
10. 6 98¢ 'Inoodg elmev avti], Odpoet, Jesus said to her, "Take heart, daughter,
Boyanp, M mictig cov omlel oe. your faith saves you."  (see Matt. 9:22)

34.6 Sentences for reading and translation

1. 0 0e0g omlel MUAC €K YEPOg TOV EXOpDY MUDV.

2. Bélopev molelv 10 BéAnpa tod mTATPOGS.

3. ai untépec MUV avaywockovoy 10 Pipriov tod Moicéwc.

4. xai nA0ov oi pedntoi ovtod, koi E0avpalov dti petd yvvarkdg EAEAeL. (John 4:27)
5. Aéyer avtfi 0 Incodg, Iliotevé pot, yovai, Ot Epyetan dpa Ote obTE €V TR

Opel TouT® oVte &v TepOCOAVUOIC TPOCKVLVNGETE T® TATPI. (John 4:21)

( dper s the Dative singular of 70 Jdpog - mountian )
6. 0 mivov €k 10D VoaTog TOHTOVL OWYNGEL TOALY. (John 4:13)
7. 0obTog 6 VOpOG oK &k ToD Mmboémg €otiv GAN &k TV Tatépmv. (see John 7:22)
8. ol dyyehot Parodowv avtovg €ig TNV KAUVOV TOD TUPOG. (see Matt. 13:42)
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9. 6 Pactredg @V Tovdaimv odtoc.

10. ai yvvoikeg ody gdpov 10 odpa tod Kvpiov Incod.

(Luke 23:38)
(see Luke 24:3)

34.7 Writing Practice : Write the Greek text, while saying aloud  (Matt. 5:6)

HOKGPLOL Ol TEWVDVTESG
Kol duy®dvTeg TNV SKoocHny,
OtL avtol yoptacHncovtal.

Happy are the ones hungering
and thirsting (for) righteousness
for they shall be fed.

34.8 New Testament Passages for reading and translation : Matt. 24:29-31, 1 Cor. 15:38-41
In your Greek New Testament, read the passages aloud several times until you can read them without long
pauses or stumbling. Then use the translation helps to translate them.

mv OAlyy trouble, suffering

oKotioOnoeTon will be darkened
TEGOVVTOL (they) will fall
coigvOncovton (they) shall be shaken
QovNioETAL (it) will appear

ool all

TOAAT|G

Heyaang

Emouvacovoty they will gather together
TECCAPOV four

10 GKpov boundary, top

(Accusative of # GATyic -ewg - trouble)
( Future Passive of oxoti{w - |darken)
(Future of mimzew - 1fall. See chapter 28)
( Future Passive of oadebw - | shake)

( Future Passive of gaivouou - | appear)

( Fem. Nominative plural of mwag, mooo, mav - each, every, all)
much (Fem. Accusative singular of ZoAvg, woAly, wold - much, many)
great (Feminine Accusative singular of uéyag, ueyaln, péyo - great)

( Future of émiovvayw - | gather together)
( Genitive plural of éooapeg - four)

arn' dxpov . .. Eng dxpwv = from one end to the other

dldmov (he) gives
n0éAnocev he wished
OGO all

0 avtdg, 1 oV the same
G other, another
Emiyela earthly

( Present Indicative of didwut - 1 give)
(Aorist of GAw - | want, wish)

( Fem. Nom. singular of wd¢, mdoa, mav - each, every, all)

( Fem. Nom. singular of dAiog, @Aln, dAAo - other)

(from éxi + y7j - earth)

34.9 Vocabulary to learn - Including all the Third Declension Nouns which were given in earlier
vocabularies. Now learn the full entry (Nominative and Genitive singular, with gender). Do not try to learn
all the words all at once. Take time, divide them into families, and learn one family at a time.

M/F, stems ending in p

0 avnp, avopog man, husband
0 dotp, -€pog star

n Buyatp, -tp6g  daughter

n wnp, -Tpog mother

0 moatp, maTpdg father

N xelp, xewpog hand

M/F, stems ending in -v

0 aldv, -®vog age

0 aumelov, -Ovog  vineyard

M/F, stems ending in -0vT

O Gpymv, -ovioc ruler

0 dplKwv, -ovtog  dragon
M/F, stems ending in labial

0 Aibloy, Aibiomog Ethiopian
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M/F, stems ending in guttural

N yovn, -oukog woman, wife, lady
N 0pi&, Tpryde hair

N odAmyE cAAmyyog trumpet

1N 6ap&, GapPKOG flesh, meat

N EAOE, eloyodg flame

M/F, stems ending in dental

N atpig, dtuidog vapor, mist

N é\mic, EAmidog hope

0 1 maig, modog child, servant, boy, girl
0 movg, m0dOG foot

N oepayig -180¢ seal

N X0p1S, YOpLTog grace

M/F, stems ending in -0V
0 1N Podc, Podg bull, cow
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M/F, stems ending in v

0 1yBvg, -vog

fish

F,stemsin -1, like mwioTig

vaoTaolg. -£mg
aepeoic, -£mg
duvapg, -£mg
OATy1C, -€mg
Kpiolg, -£mg
TioTIC, -£0G
TOMS, -£mG

= S 3 3 3 3 3

resurrection
forgiveness, release
power, strength, ability
trouble, persecution
judgment

faith

city

(hence politics - how one runs a city)

M, stems ending in -€v, like Baciiedg

APYIEPEVS, -EMG
Bacwiebs, -€mg

o O O O

iepeng, -€mg
Mobotig, -£mg

O~

""One of a kind" noun
10 TOp, TUPAG

YPOHHOTEDG, -E0G

high priest

king

scribe, lawyer, scholar
priest

Moses

fire

N, stemsend in -T like dvopa

10 aipo, -Tog

0 &vdvua, -Tog
10 0€Mnua, -tog
0 KAV, -TOG
0 KTHpo, -TOG
0 dvopa, -Tog
10 OQeiAnua, -Tog
TO TMVEDUA, -TOG
10 OMEPUA, -TOG
T0 GOUO, -TOG
0 TEPOG, -0ITOG
0 Vomp, HOATOC
0 OO, POTOG

blood ( hence hemo-)
clothing

wish, will

veil

possession, property
name

debt

spirit, wind, breath
seed

body

wonder, omen
water

light

N, stems end in -ag, -€¢, -0g, like £0vog

10 Y€v0G, -0Vg

10 €0vog, -ovug
o £0vn

10 £10C, -0VG

10 KTHVOG, -0ug

10 PéEAOG, -0Vg

0 UEPOG, -0VG
€K LEPOVG

10 Opog, -ovg

T0 QEYYOC, -OVG

family, race
nation, people
the Gentiles
year
farm animal
part, member (of body)
part, piece
in part, individually
mountain, hill
light

other Vocabulary to learn

KOTOKLPIEL®
coAeb®

Bacidiooo
duvaotng
gvvoiyog
KOUIVOG
Kamvog
mm

10 TINVOV

N oeAnvn

0 QuAn

avd

dvobev

e00€wg
TOALAKIG
EKAEKTOG, -1, -OV
gmovpaviog, -a, -ov
wpaiog, -0, -ov

=~ O3 O O 3-

I lord it over
| shake

queen
ruler, high official
eunuch

furnace, oven
smoke

spring, fountain, well
bird

moon

tribe

above, up

from above
immediately, at once
often
chosen
heavenly
beautiful, welcome

(Second Declension feminine -0¢)

(éx + koléw - |call)
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